DOCUMENTS EXPEDITING PROJECT 
[COMMITTEE PRINT] 


REPORT 


ON 


INSPECTION OF SPANISH BASES 


OF 


TORREJON, ZARAGOZA, SAN PABLO, MORON, 
AND ROTA 


March 29 to April 7, 1958 


BY 


THE HONORABLE KATHARINE ST. GEORGE 


OF THE 


ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1958 





REPORT ON INSPECTION OF SPANISH BASES OF TORREJON 
ZARAGOZA, SAN PABLO, MORON, AND ROTA 


CoNnGRESS OF THE UNITED SraTEs, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., April 23, 1958. 
Hon. Cari VINsoN, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CHarrMAN: Pursuant to your authorization and direc- 
tion, I visited the five Spanish bases of Torrejon, Zaragoza, San Pablo, 
Moron, and Rota. 

I was accompanied by Maj. George Eblen, as escort officer, who 
was of the greatest possible assistance, and whose legal knowledge 
and training were especially helpful. 

I would like to take this opportunity of saying that my work was 
facilitated and helped by the courtesy of Ambassador Lodge, our 
former colleague in the House of Representatives, and his staff at the 
Embassy. We are fortunate in having such an envoy in Spain at the 
present time. He is popular with the Spaniards, and speaks the lan- 
guage perfectly, a very important asset; but what is most important, 
the represents the United States as we all like to see our country 
represente <d, with dignity, firmness, and patriotism. 

The commanding officers of the bases were most generous with 
their time and briefings. They also answered my questions frankly, 
so that I was able to obtain a maximum of information during my 
visit. 

After conferring with representatives of most of the European 
nations at the Interparliamentary Union Conference in Geneva, | 
think there is no question but that Spain and Turkey are our two 
stanchest and most dedicated allies. Spain is the one country in 
Europe that has fought and defeated communism. She knows what 
communism is; she has made her choice; she will have none of it. 

For this reason there is no better place for European bases than 
Spain. Here they are in a healthy and sympathetic climate. 

Spain is ideally situated, protected by the Pyrenees and the waters 
of the Atlantic and Mediterranean. Her vast plains are well suited 
to runways, because there is room for wn we need at present, and 


room for enlargement and lengthening of runways, if necessary, im 
the future. 
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I would say that the Spaniards have shown more friendship for us 
than we are generally accustomed to find in foreign countries; one 
notable example being that our Air Force Headquarters in Madrid 
have been in the Spanish Air Ministry Building and we have never 
paid a thin dime for this privilege. True, the Spaniards do show 
surprise at our willingness to assist with arms and money such Com- 
munist countries as Poland and Yugoslavia, but that surprise is, of 
course, shared by many of our own citizens. 

The Spanish economy is the weak point in the whole picture. The 
country is primarily agrarian and, because of untoward weather con- 
ditions, and especially a freeze 2 years ago which ruined the citrus 
crop, their principal export, it has taken 2 years to bring this crop 
back to normal. There is a tendency to blame the inflation on the 
American influx, caused by the setting up of the bases. On very 
careful inquiry to the Embassy and the military and naval officers, 
there seemed no foundation, in fact, for this belief. 

The latest estimates of United States-financed aid arrivals as com- 
pared with United States peseta expenditures show that from Sep- 
tember 6, 1953 (when the United States and Spanish agreement was 
signed), through February 28, 1958, arrivals exceeded expenditures by 
a ratio of about 4 to 1. This means that, considering all United 
States programs in Spain, the United States has added resources to 
the Spanish economy valued at about four times the amount of the 
resources which it has taken out of the Spanish economy. Thus it 
is clearly shown that insofar as direct resources use is concerned, 
United States programs in Spain have had a very marked anti- 
inflationary effect. Data supporting this conclusion are shown below: 


Estimated cumulative peseta expenditures 


Millions 

Base construction ay os = cei Sparta, Steed ea ksotted ae eee 
Other Defense De partme nt and Embassy expenditures (including ac- 

commodation exchange Seine sec, Se 

(Also included, estimated Embassy/USOM) Ege dn Rares ducweuees. “Ree wn 

Total United States peseta outlays._..........---- tocol pase 


Estimated aid arrivals through Feb. 28, 1958: 
Defense support commodities. < ................6----655-252 . 269. 1 
Public Law 480, title I Pelt. a MeO i 185. 7 
Public Law 480, titles II and III a5 Gag 


se dh ase ie ea soe a sss O45 6 

The first briefing was held at JUSMG Headquarters in Madrid. 
Brigadier General Dahlen, Deputy Commander JUSMG, was the 
senior officer present. Also in attendance were Captain Hale, USN 
OIC, Colonel O’Connor, my local escort officer, and Colonels Stempson 
and Ramsey, briefing officers. I was afforded a short historical 
briefing on the pipeline. It is 475 miles in length, beginning at Rota 
and terminating at Zaragoza. The line is 12 inches in diameter from 
Rota to Seville, 10 inches from Seville to Madrid, and 8 inches from 
Madrid to Zaragoza. All construction was under Navy supervision. 
Contracts were awarded on a competitive basis and might be classified 


Total United States aid arrivals- 
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as a joint Spanish-American venture as subcontractors were primarily 
Spanish. Prime contractors are as follows: 
Designers: 
Shaw, Metz & Dalio 
Metcalf & Eddy 
Frederic R. Harris, Inc. 
Pereira & Luckman 
Now known as AESB (architects, engimeers, Spanish 
bases) 
Construction: 
Brown & Root 
Raymond Concrete Pile Co. 
Walsh Construction Co. 
Now known as BRW 

Tests were completed on the line by January 1, 1957, and it became 
operational in November 1957. Only maintenance facilities remain 
incomplete and have not been turned over to the Air Force. 

Considering that in 1954 all this was merely in the planning stage, 
the accomplishment to date seems truly remarkable. 

There are three agreements between the United States and Spain, 
authorizing our activities there. They are the economic agreement, 
defense agreement, and mutual defense assistance agreement. 

Major installations and units, and their commanders, are as follows: 

Chief, JUSMG, Maj. Gen. Stanley J. Donovan, USAF 
Deputy Chief, MAAG, Brig. Gen. Chester A. Dahlen, USA 
Commander, United States naval activities, Capt. H. H. Hale, 


USN 

Commander, 16th Air Force, Maj. Gen. Henry K. Mooney, 
USAF 

Deputy commander, 16th Air Force, Col. William E. Creer, 
USAF 


Commander, 65th Air Division, Col. Clay Tice, Jr., USAF 

Torrejon Air Base commander, Col. William L. Welch, USAF 

Moron-San Pablo Air Base commander, Col. William Beck, 
USAF 

Rota Naval Air Station commander, Capt. French Wampler, Jr., 
USN 

The overall housing situation was reported as follows: 
Navy: 


PON aia aotaieerns .. 740 units (surplus commodity, funds approved) 
ota ee ee _.. 496 units (MCA, completed and under construc- 
tion). 
Ben OUNN  s e _ 45 units (MCA, completed). 
Catagena__----- a . 46 units (MCA, completed). 
Air Force: 
Rental guaranty: 
MIG ie cet Sue 866 units (under construction). 
Zaragoza___........ 222 units (under construction). 
Seville_ _- ._....-. 494 units (under construction). 
On base projects: 
Torrejon_____..___. 36 units (funded, under construction). 
3} eee ce 309 units (not funded). 
Zaragoza___..._.._.__. 20 units (funded, under construction). 
Do_ _........ 152 units (not funded). 
Moron________--_-- 36 units (funded, under construction). 
DOs: _. 224 units (not funded). 


7 ACW (radar sites) _- 140 units (not funded). 
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The rental-guaranty program has had to be discontinued as Spanish 
contractors have been unable to obtain working capital. 

The present inflation in the Spanish economy was described as 
being the result of overconstruction and deficit financing. Our con- 
struction effort was said to be having no inflationary effect. It was 
pointed out that only 5 percent of the materials used in our base and 
pipeline program was of Spanish manufacture, and that our effort 
represents a mere 5 percent of the Spanish construction effort. Con- 
sequently, our activities are considered deflationary. There appears 
to be only seasonal unemployment in Spain. As concerns the effect 
of some 14,000 United States nationals on the Spanish economy, 
Colonel O’Connor said that this group competed primarily with the 
upper 10 percent (in wealth) of the Spanish population and that their 
economic impact was considerably more than in countries where there 
is a greater decentralization of wealth. No specific effect was shown 
but it certainly exists. 

Our mission toward the Spanish military structure was described 
as, first, the establishment of operational bases and, second, the 
training and support of the Spanish military. In addition to our 
effort in supplying the Spanish Air Force and Navy with equipment, 
we are supporting 3 of the 22 Spanish Army divisions. These are 2 
infantry and 1 armored division. I was informed that the Spanish 
were financially unable to maintain their equipment and that only 
a small segment of their force, in being, are equipped with modern 
weapons. They, consequently, refrain from using this equipment 
during maneuvers and routine training. Occasionally considerable 
segments of the standing army are placed on leave without pay for 
lack of funds, and most regular personnel are required to obtain 
ouiside employment to meet their daily needs. It was interesting 
to note, however, the great number of personnel in uniform and their 
apparent pride in being part of the military. Every physically fit 
young Spaniard must serve 1 year on active duty. He is paid ap- 
proximately 60 cents per month. He serves in a regiment or equiv- 
alent unit near his home and is furloughed during harvesting and other 
seasonal labor shortages. It was indicated that the army was being 
cut to 14 divisions, which will be better equipped and maintained. 


ZARAGOZA 


On March 31 I left Torrejon for Zaragoza via C-47. I was met 
by Col. William L. Welch, commanding officer of that base. After 
lunch we toured the base. Of particular interest was the apparent 
state of ‘near completion” of construction. The base hospital (25 
beds) was — and serving the needs of assigned personnel. 
The runway (12,000 feet) was stated to be adequate for present 
needs. Enlisted barracks were occupied. A maximum of two men 
to a room, with adequate bath facilities, was the standard. Recrea- 
tional facilities (nonappropriated funds) were under construction with 
a completion date of this fall. As is the case at the other bases, the 
Zaragoza facility is used to a limited degree by the Spanish Air 
Force. There was approximately a squardon of F-86 (Spanish) 
aircraft parked on that portion of the field occupied by the Spanish 
Air Force. Colonel Welch indicated that his primary objective had 
been to make the base operational and that the support facilities were 
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following in due course. This base is at the northern terminal of 
the pipeline. Storage facilities are operational and capable of their 
support mission. Weather conditions are such that Zaragoza is 
capable of receiving diverted traffic from any portion of Europe and 
is used as a stopover for fighter aircraft in transit for firing ranges in 
north Africa. It was indicated that, although this base had not 
been designed as a missile site, it could be converted to such use 
when and if such weapons became our primary strategic deterrent. 

On my return from Zaragoza I again discussed inflationary trends 
with the Embassy staff. I gave a brief statement to the press, and 
made a radio broadcast from the Embassy, emphasizing the friendship 
that exists between Spain and the United States. 

Considerable interest was displayed at our Embassy over a recent 
visit to Portugal by Madame Franco for the purpose of paying a formal 
call on the heir to the Spanish throne, Don Juan. This seemed to 
indicate a deviation from Franco’s avowed support for Don Juan’s son, 
Juan Carlos. Such a shift might possibly indicate an early return of 
the monarchy. 

TORREJON 


On April 1, I visited the Torrejon Base and was briefed by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Rafalko, deputy commander in General Donovan’s 
absence. He stated that we had extended the Spanish military field 
to 13,400 feet which, to the best of his knowledge, was the longest in 
the world. The 16th Air Force, whose headquarters is at Torrejon, 
is the only SAC headquarters overseas. He favorably compared the 
facilities at Torrejon with other SAC bases. In fact, he stated that 
they were the finest he had seen. As an example, he mentioned that 
the two types of fuel required for the KC-135 tankers could be pumped 
simultane eae from adjoining hydrants. We were informed that the 
Comptroller General was incorrect in his charge that the Torrejon 
runway does not meet revised Air Force criteria.!| This runway can 
take any aircraft the Air Force now has or will have in the foreseeable 
future. There is no traffic problem with civilian traffic at nearby 
Barajas, as all traffic is jointly controlled. In the event of a war 
emergency, military traffic will have priority and civilian traffie will 
naturally be considerably reduced. It was admitted that some appre- 
hension had been shown by the Franco government in having an im- 
portant military base and possible target located so close to Madrid. 

After the briefing we toured the base. Of particular interest were 
the “reflex” facilities, 1. e., ready crew quarters, aircraft on the ready 
line, and the alert mechanism. It is claimed that the SAC “15-minute 
alert” is being achieved. Whether the alert aircraft were armed with 
nuclear weapons could not be specifically answered in view of existing 
agreements with Spain. 

ROTA 


My next visii was to Rota, where I was met by Adm. Alvaro 
Guitian Nieito, Spanish Navy commander, and Capt. French 
Wampler, base commander, and members of their staffs. I received 
a briefing by Commanders Goodspeed and Gordon, and Lieutenant 
Commander Carey on the naval base at Rota and the pipeline. The 
runway is presently 8,000 feet in length but is being extended to 


nptroller General’s Report to the Congress of the United State Examination of the Spanish Base 
Construction Program of the Departments of the Air Force and the Navy, J inuary 31, 1958. 
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12,000 feet; there is a capacity for 1% million gallons of water a day 
on the base; 162 units of dependent housing were presently occupied; 
recreational facilities were under construction but not completed; a 
tow way has been completed from the dock area to the field for the 
accommodation — carrier aircraft; this tow way could be used as an 
emergency runway; the tanker dock was nearing completion and was 
needed for all- eciene use; sea lines had been used since the pipeline 
had been operational but they were subject to breakdown in rough 
weather. Some 10,000 tetrapods, of a French design, are being used 
to protect the harbor. These tetrapods are of 8, 16, and 25 tons 
weight. 

The Spanish Government owns the fee to the land on which we 
have built our bases, our occupancy being on the basis of a 10-year 
lease with two 5-year options to renew. Such a property right could 
be compared to a leasehold interest. Little difficulty has been had in 
98 percent of the construction but it is difficult to push the construction 
people through the last 2 percent. 

Commander Goodspeed conducted a briefing on the POL situation. 
There is a 1%-million-barrel storage capacity at Rota (part of which 
is underground); there is a multiline system in effect for distribution 
of different fuels; the tank farm had been funded jointly with the 
Air Force; the maximum storage capacity of the line is for 75 days at 
wartime rates of consumption; a full load could not be maintained as 
petroleum products have a shelf life of only 3 years; facilities exist 
for shipping by truck or rail in the event of a pipeline breakdown; 
since fuel tests were conducted in December 1957 some 1,700,000 
barrels had been received and 1,400,000 barrels turned over to the 
Air Force; there is a maximum handling capacity of 50,000 callons 
per hour. 

In response to my questioning, Captain Wampler stated that the 
Navy had a se parate 1 requirement for the airfield : it Rota based on 
its separate mission from that of the Air Force. This mission was 
described as antisubmarine and carrier support. The construction at 
Rota has not been curtailed by allocation of funds. He pointed out 
however, that “poor planning and criteria as to what we are to do” 
had resulted in a change of plans and the elimination of a much- 
needed hospital. The base is now served with infirmary facilities but 
must depend on Seville and Madrid for hospital cases. 

I visited the installation and port prior to proceeding to Jerez. 
Work on this port facility is of considers able magnitude, amounting to 
the construction of a facility capable of handling 2 aircraft carriers 
and 3 tankers simultaneously, in addition to rendering sea rath ction 
to additional craft. It was noted that the diving operations were 
being conducted by a French firm. They were apparently the low 
qualified bidder 

Lieutenant Commander Carey conducted a briefing on the local 
economic situation. He maintained that the present inflation in 
Spain was not due to our construction program; that we are employing 
a 40 to 1 ratio of Spaniards to Americans on the base; that one-fourth 
to one-third of the local agricultural labor is unemployed and that 
we have helped to take up some of this unemployment; we have 
civen e mploy ment priority to those persons enon land we took over; 
we are complying with Spanish wage rates which have a minimum 
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$8 to $12 a week, depending on the type of labor, and this rate is set 
by JUSMG. 

The housing at Rota, while built by Spanish labor, is done on plans 
and specifications from the United States. It would seem that in 
some instances these plans are not suited to Spain. This is notably 
true in the case of the housing for the senior officers. As an instance, 
the Spanish admiral, though poorly paid by our standards, has a fine 
house where he can entertain 26 people comfortably at a seated 
dinner. He of course has plenty of servants to handle such a house 
and such entertaming, which is considered necessary in Spain. Our 
commanding officer lives in a small house where he can just seat five 
ina dinette. He hasa kitchenette no larger than one in a Washington 
apartment, so that his one maid—all he can have in this house—has no 
room in the kitchenette to even sit down for her meals. On the other 
hand, considerable money has been spent to make the houses in Rota 
earthquake proof, although there is no case of an earthquake in this 
part of Spain in recorded history, which of course goes back before the 
days of Hannibal. 

On April 3 I motored to Seville where I had lunch with Ambassador 
Lodge and Consul General Bragiotti at the consulate. In a discussion 
following lunch the Ambassador indicated that we must carefully 
choose military personnel sent to Spain, as one serious offense or inci- 
dent could prejudice our entire operation, and, finally, he felt that 
Spain was a primary bulwark of the Western World against communism 
and should be integrated into NATO. 


SAN PABLO 


On April 6 I visited San Pablo Air Base egy by Col. 


William Beck, who had taken over command from Col. E. Ellert 
on April 1, and Commander Kurzowa, Chief of the Navy Ga tion 
Section. The Navy has assumed construction of the pipeline as well 


as the Air Force bases for two reasons: Kirst, Army engineers were 
occupied in North Africa with the air-base program there; and, 
second, the Navy had commenced work on the Rota port facility 
and were “‘in place.’”’ Construction is to be completed by September 
1958. 

Some 500 men will eventually be employed at San Pablo in operating 
the communications and POL facilities. A 25-bed hospital is to be 
constructed, which will have an expansion capability of 50 beds. It 
will serve the Moron-San Pablo complex x; Stratcom Headquarters 
will be located there. It is anticipated that this operation will begin 
in 60 day There is presently an interim detection unit in operation. 

Enlisted quarters of a 600-man capacity with an expandable 
capability of 1,000 are under construction. 

The original mission at San Pablo was for the establishment of an 
air supply base. The new Air Force supply concept, however, re- 
moved the requirement for a large supply base. This new concept 
provides for an airlift of high-cost items and the stocking of normal 
maintenance items. Such a procedure results in less storage overhead 
and a reduction in attractive target areas. Major repairs are mini- 
mized by rotation of units to the United States before major repairs 
are needed. Work had begun on the aircraft apron prior to this change 
in concept. I was informed that some $8 million was spent on con- 
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struction as opposed to some $62 million planned. It was stated that 
San Pablo would be a “paying” installation, compatible with and 
profitably supporting the Moron, Torrejon, and Zaragoza Bases. 
This I feel is open to question. 

There are 494 units of guaranteed rental housing located between 
Seville and the base. Rentals will range from $65 to $140 a month, 
plus utilities. Some occupancy is anticipated in 60 days. Con- 
struction began on 100 of these units in 1955. They are approximately 
1 year late in completion. Floor space and other facilities appeared 
adequate and more suitable to the country than surplus commodity 
housing in Rota. There were, however, some rather glaring diffi- 
culties. F irst, the development is located adjacent to a Gypsy 
village which will present considerable security risk; second, road 
construction leading into the project seems to have bogged down; 
and finally, many occupants will be required to commute some 40 miles 
ach way to the Moron Base. This, again, does not seem to be either 
efficient or economical and has necessitated considerable road con- 
struction and even the moving of railroad tracks at the Moron Field. 

The base at San Pablo has been criticized in the Comptroller 
General’s report of January 31, 1958. This criticism seems justified 
to a great extent. It is obvious that under the new regulations the 
whole operation could be consolidated at Moron. However, too 
much work had already been done at San Pablo to abandon it entirely 
and for that reason it will continue as a supply center as noted above. 
This may have been unavoidable, but it would seem that more care 
should be exercised, and more caution used, before undertaking 
unnecessary and costly installations of this sort in the future. 


MORON 


On April 7 I visited Moron Base, Colonel Beck commanding. He 
had taken over as commanding officer of San Pablo on April 1 in a 
move designed to reduce administrative costs. The mission at Moron 
is primarily for recovery of aircraft and to afford prestrike and post- 
strike facilities. It is anticipated that a fighter squadron will be 
stationed there permanently. The base covers 3,455.7 acres. The 
runway is 12,800 feet in length by 300 feet in width. POL capabilities 
amount to 2.3 million gallons storage with 24 hydrants and 90 outlets. 
The plant is capable of dispersing 750 gallons of jet fuel and 500 gallons 
of aviation gasoline per minute. 

There are housing facilities for 600 men on the base. Moron will 
depend on the 494 guaranteed rental quarters at San Pablo and 36 on 
base (surplus commodity) units. In addition, 214 units of family 
housing are being programed. 

In response to my question concerning the use of American labor, 
I was informed that Spanish labor was used in every instance possible 
but that Spaniards were unable to meet the need for qualified labor 
required in laying pipelines. In such cases American personnel were 
employed by the contractors. At present some 10,000 Spanish 
nationals are employed as a result of our base program, 5,900 by the 
3 services, and the balance by contractors. The effect on the economy 
of wages paid to Spanish nationals was described as not being in- 
flationary. Such a conclusion was based primarily upon the com- 
paratively small number of persons involved and upon our main- 
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taining wage scales compatible with local labor regulations. Local 
construction labor is paid from the contract fund through the sub- 
contractors (Spanish) as administrators of the fund. Only those 
employees hired on a permanent basis at the various installations 
are paid directly by the military. 

Since the fall of 1956, there has been no cutback once projects have 
been approved and construction begun. Prior to that time some 
delays occurred as a result of the withholding of funds. Planning 
has not, however, been delayed for this reason. 

The Moron Base was depicted as being more serviceable than San 
Pablo as there exists no interference with civil air traffic. Difficulties 
in the earlier days of operations were the result of insufficient person- 
nel. This deficiency is being corrected. 

In considering the recreational facilities at the various bases, such as 
bowling alleys, baseball diamonds, swimming pools, etc., it is important 
to remember that recreational facilities near the bases are practically 
nil. It is vital that personnel relations between our soldiers and 
sailors and the Spanish people be kept at a high level. We have been 
fortunate so far, but there is always danger that if there are no recrea- 
tional outlets on the bases the men may get into trouble in the towns, 
where they mostly do not know the language nor the local customs and 
laws. In talking with Consul General Bragiotti, he cited one example 
of just such an incident. It was the case of an Air Force major who 
had been formally accused of failing to render aid to the victim of an 
automobile accident by refusing to transport the victim to the 
nearest hospital. It appears that this officer came upon the scene of an 
accident between a Spanish truck and a woman bicyclist. He stopped 
and attempted to persuade the Spaniards present that the woman 
should not be moved until an ambulance arrived. The crowd became 
incensed when he refused to use his car to move her. She was later 
moved to a hospital but died of her injuries. Mr. Bragiotti indicated 
that Spanish law required anyone coming upon such a situation to 
move the vietim with all haste to the nearest medical fac ‘ilitv. He felt 
that our people were unaware of this law and that their previous 
training and experience in the United States motivated their reluc- 
tance to so act. 

[ asked Colonel Beck about Mr. Bragiotti’s concern over vehicle 
accidents and the colonel informed me that incoming personnel are 
briefed thoroughly on Spanish history and customs, the base mission, 
and the advantages and disadvantages of being stationed in Spain. 
He further stated that he would look into the civil and criminal 
liability of military personnel failing to render aid in the Spanish sense. 


CONCLUSION 


We have in Spain, according to the latest available figures, 14,789 
United States civilian and military personnel. This is a very sizable 
number of people, especially when it is remembered that they are 
extremely rich and live luxuriously, compared to all but the higher 
Spanish echelons. 

It is unfortunate that we seem always to have our military and 
attached civilians living apart with their post exchanges and recrea- 
tion and housing centers, so that they appear to the average civilian 
in the host countries, all over the world, as well as in Spain, to be a 
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special caste of Brahmins, protected from defilement in their own 
compounds, and surrounded by rules and regulations about food, 
water, and every kind of elementary hygiene. All this seems childish 
to the people living in Europe and even to many Amerieans who have 
lived in these countries without finding it necessary to resort to any 
such precautions. It must, however, be admitted that if the Ameri- 
cans in Spain were to live entirely on the Spanish economy it might 
increase inflation to a dangerous point; otherwise there is little to 
recommend this separateness that often makes us appear slightly 
ridiculous. 

Finally, we must remember that the most important thing for the 
usefulness and strength of these five great bases is a strong stable 
government in the host country, in this instance Spain. 

We do not own 1 foot of ground on which these bases stand. They 
are all on leased aun and in unfriendly hands could become a 
menace to us and to the free world. It seems unfortunate, to say the 
least, to permit unfriendly critics to make fleeting visits to Spain for 
the purpose of writing scathing articles about the Spanish Govern- 
ment, which at this time is our friend in our battle for the safety of 
the West. The Spaniards are a proud and independent people and 
are quite capable of looking after their own domestic affairs. While 
their Government is different from ours, I have no doubt that, like 
ours, it is a Government desired and chosen by the majority of the 
people who, indeed, fought and bled to establish it. It is in our interest 
to promote and expand friendly relations with the Spanish people 
and their Government. This I am glad to say is being done by our 
representatives, both civilian and military. It should also be done by 

visitors, official and otherwise, so that good relations so vital to our 
cause may be fostered and not hindered. 


Cy 





